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was A.D.G. to Sir Louis Dane at Lahore. I was
pressed to stay the night, but said that I could not
spare the time,, as the south wind was blowing hard
and our progress was alarmingly slow. The
Germans told me that there was no hurry, as the
Baghdad railway had reached Samarra and I
could count on getting a lift in a construction train.
When I told them what had happened to me at
Jerablus they gave me a letter to take to the German
engineers at rail-head*
I showed this letter the other day to Dr. Jordan,
now Director of Archaeology in Iraq, who was at
Asshur at the time, and asked if he could remember
why Dr. Andrae and he had not signed it as well as
the other three. He replied that it bore traces of
having been written very late in the evening, and
that the older members of the party had probably
gone to bed.
In spite of being armed with this letter I thought
it wiser to take no risks, and drifted away from
Asshur in the early morning of the 2ist October.
I got to Samarra two days later, and walked hope-
fully across to rail-head, but found no Germans
there, and no one who could read the letter. I was
told by the local foreman that in any case no train
would be coming through for some days, so I had
to go back to the raft. When I next visited Sam-
arra, four years later, the railway was being
worked by British engineers, the town was in British
military occupation, and both town and railway
were being bombed by German aeroplanes, one of
which may well have been piloted by one of my
hosts at Asshur, Hans Luhrs, who joined the
German Air Force at the outbreak of war, and was
afterwards employed on the Iraq front.